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Dear Residents and Stakeholders,
 2014 was another challenging year for the country and the constituency.
Unemployment and in particular youth employment remain the biggest challenges
affecting the constituency. As MP, I have tried to facilitate and connect persons to
job opportunities and have also established programs to better prepare persons to
establish their own economic opportunities
 There has been a marked reduction in crime and tensions that existed between
groups and factions within communities
 Through the JEEP program, we built a community centre and have repaired a
number of roads
 I wish to thank Councillors Andrew Swaby (Vineyard Town) and Kari Douglas
(Trafalgar) for the work in their respective Divisions which supports my work as
MP
 To you, the residents and stakeholders, I thank you for your continued support and
look forward to working with you to make 2015 a better year than 2014
 I welcome your feedback, comments, ideas and recommendations as we work
together to build stronger communities and a better nation
Yours,
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Commitment to accountability – publishing
annual reports


As I have done for the last two years to mark the annual anniversaries of
my election as Member of Parliament, I am again publishing an account of
my work over the last year



This report highlights some of the initiatives and projects undertaken
during the calendar year of 2014



It does not attempt to cover every single activity, but will provide an
overview of my work as Member of Parliament



The report will be distributed electronically first and placed on my website
(www.julianjrobinson.com). Hard copies will be printed for physical
distribution by the end of January
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Commitment to a participatory democracy –
hosting Constituency Development Fund
consultations


I hosted two Constituency Development Fund consultations. The first took
place on July 2, 2014 at the Unity Church Hall in the Trafalgar Division and
the second on July 9, 2014 at the Christ Church Hall in Vineyard Town



At the consultations, I presented on the projects undertaken, the monies
expended under the CDF and sought recommendations from residents on
how the CDF should be used for the new financial year



Presentations were also done by Councillors Andrew Swaby (Vineyard
Town) and Kari Douglas (Trafalgar), representatives of the CDF Project
Office, the HEART Trust NTA and the Social Development
Commission(SDC)
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Constituency Development Fund Consultations
CDF consultation at Unity Church Hall, July 2, 2014

Cllr Kari Douglas making a presentation

CDF consultation at Christ Church Hall, July 9, 2014

(L-R) Mrs. Pauline Blair (CDF Office), Cllr Andrew Swaby, MP Robinson, Moveta Munroe (CDF Office)

(L-R) MP Robinson, Cllrs Swaby and Douglas listen to questions from the audience
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Breakdown of expenditures to date for 2014(April
– Sept) of the Constituency Development Fund
MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT
Hon. Julian
Robinson

CONSTITUENCY PROJECT NAME
St. Andrew South
Eastern
Consultancy Funding

PROJECT TYPE
Human & Social
Development

St. Andrew Eastern
Human & Social
Summer Reading Camp Development

South Eastern St.
Andrew Educational
Development

Labour Day/Welfare
Project
Welfare & Emergency

Social Housing

Human & Social
Development

Labour
Day/Welfare
Project
Welfare &
Emergency

Social Housing

BUDGET
1,500,000.00

3,299,460.00

Implementing
Agency

Date of
Approval

SDC

20.5.14

SDC

8.7.14

Amount
Date
Disbursed (J$) Disbursed
750,000.00

20.5.14

750,000.00

12.9.14

2,500,000.00

14.7.14

500,000.00

19.8.14

3,150,000.00

SDC

15.7.14

3,000,000.00

11.8.14

300,000.00

SDC

5.5.14

300,000.00

7.5.14

1,000,000.00

SDC

250,000.00

20.6.14

SDC

250,000.00

12.9.14

SDC

250,000.00

20.6.14

SDC

250,000.00

12.9.14

1,000,000.00

10,249,460.00

8,800,000.00
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Commitment to a participatory democracy –
Twitter Town hall meeting


I hosted an online Twitter Town hall meeting where members of the public
asked questions on areas related to my constituency and ministerial work
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HUMAN AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT
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8 Summer camps held across the constituency
• 8 Summer camps were held targeting 1,000 students across 7
communities (Nannyville, Swallowfield, Jacques Rd, McGregor, Franklyn
Town, Woodford Park, Slipe Road)
• 4 categories of students
–
–
–
–

Ages 4-6 – pre primary stage
Ages 7-9 – preparing for the Grade 4 Tests
Ages 10-12 – preparing for GSAT
Ages 12-15 – young teenagers

• A standardized curriculum was developed for consistency across the
camps
• Pre and post assessments were conducted to determine those students
needing special intervention
• The students preparing for GSAT used a special locally developed software
application for GSAT students
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Pictures from the Summer Camps
Executives from FLOW (sponsors) Sean Latty and Tanikie
McClarthy toured the summer camps to get a first hand view
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$3M from the Constituency Development Fund was used
to provide support to 426 students
• Students were assisted in the payments of school fees
•
•
•
•

44 basic school students
114 primary school students
244 high school students
24 tertiary students

• The majority of the students who were assisted attend primary and high
schools
• There continues to be major challenges for tertiary students in accessing
funding for their studies. Even for those who can access loans from the
Student’s Loan Bureau, there still exists a shortfall, which many cannot
finance
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A special information technology training camp was
offered to teenage boys
•

30 young males in Nannyville benefitted
from a specially designed summer camp
for boys using tablet computers

•

The young men were exposed to the
basics of the Internet and also taught
remedial Maths and English

•

They were also exposed to the basics of
robotics
Melaine Subratie from the Mussons Foundation makes a donation of tablets
to Anneisha Gordon from Nannyville Youth Uprising Club
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28 persons from the constituency participated in a Film
Making Course offered by the UWI
• The 3 month course covered the rudiments of film making and video
production and was offered by the UWI Community Film Project
• As part of the course, the participants were all required to make a short
film which was shown at a Film Festival hosted in Nannyville
• 6 of the participants received internships including one working on the TV
show Royal Palm Estates
• 4 of the participants are now working on a film of the life of Amy Jacques
Garvey to be featured in the GATFFEST Film Festival in June 2015
Two graduates of the UWI Community Film Project
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Financial literacy workshop offered
• In collaboration with Christ Church in Vineyard Town and sponsored
by the Caribbean Microfinance Alliance, 22 residents of the
constituency participated in a 1-day training workshop for microentrepreneurs
• The topics covered included:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

1. Setting Goals
2. Personal Financial Assessment
3. Spending Decisions
4. Developing Your Budget
5. Tracking Income and Expenses
6. Budget to Save
7. Savings Services
8. Borrowing
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Continuation of the chess training program in
collaboration with the Magnificent Chess Foundation
• 40 students from across the constituency were trained in
the game of chess
• Some of the objectives of the program were to:
– Improve the students’ attitude, behaviour and grades
– Develop or improve rational thinking and reasoning skills
– Instill positive values and attitudes
Students at the chess training program
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Continuation of the Swallowfield Homework
Enrichment Program (Jan-June)
•

In collaboration with the International University of the Caribbean, an after
school support program for children at the Grades 4 & 6 levels was
established
– Focus not just on academic attainment but holistic development of the person

Additional interventions done with the IUC
• Parenting workshop
• Leadership development workshop
• Children’s visioning workshop
Participants in the parenting workshop
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Establishment of new Community Access Points (CAP) in
the Jacques Road and Deanery Road communities
• Two 20 seat computer labs have been established at the Jacques
Road community centre and the NVO Complex on Deanery Road
funded by the Universal Service Fund, an agency of the Ministry of
Science, Technology, Energy and Mining
• The McGregor Gardens CAP which was completed in 2013 was
officially launched in 2014
MP Robinson (left) assists five year- old Velteno Sawyers with
MP Robinson and Minister Phillip Paulwell at the launch of the
McGregor Gardens community access point

operating one of the computers inside the just -opened computer lab
and Internet café in the Jacques Road community in Kingston. Also
pictured (from second left) are: Canadian High Commissioner Robert
Ready; and General Secretary of Jacques Parenting Association
Francena Pryce.
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Training to make money online offered by Internet Income
Jamaica
• 37 residents from the constituency participated in a one day training
program offered by Internet Income Jamaica to demonstrate how
persons can make online using the Internet
• The training program was held at the Community Access Point on
Deanery Road
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12 residents completed a 3 day course in Digital Literacy
offered by Sutherland Global
• The 3 day course covered the following areas
–
–
–

COMPUTER BASICS , THE INTERNET AND THE WORLD WIDE WEB
COMPUTER SECURITY AND PRIVACY
DIGITAL LIFESTYLE AND PRODUCTIVITY PROGRAMMES

• Another 35 have been recommended
• The training course was also used as a method of recruitment for
Sutherland Global’s contact centres in Kingston

Participants in Sutherland Global’s Community Technology Centre
display their certificates
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Clan Carthy Primary School was selected to participate in
the 1 year Tablets in School Pilot project
• 1,057 tablet computers were distributed to teachers and students at
the Clan Carthy primary school
• Since the distribution of the tablets, the principal has reported an
improvement in behaviour, attendance and deportment, particularly
from the boys
Minister Phillip Paulwell presents tablet computer to Principal,
Sheldon Richards
L-R, Elearning Board Chair, Yvonne McCalla Sobers, Elearning
CEO, Avrill Crawford and Geotech Vision’s Carlton Smith

MP Robinson presents a student of Clan Carthy Primary School with
his tablet computer
L-R, Board Chairman, Don Foster, mother of the student and
Principal, Sheldon Richards
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INFRASTRUCTURE
AND
WORKS
21

McGregor Gardens was selected to participate in a
pilot project to tackle electricity theft
•

•

The pilot project is called “STEP UP” and is a $30M partnership between the JPS,
JSIF and the Government of Jamaica to tackle electricity theft in 7 inner city
communities
In McGregor Gardens, the scope of the project includes
•
•
•
•
•
•

Upgrading the electricity distribution capacity by installing new poles and lines
Selecting 100 households for rewiring of their homes and installation of pre paid metres
Installation of LED street lights
Distribution of energy efficient bulbs
Training of 4 persons in electrical installation
Training and education programs on electricity conservation

L-R, Omar Sweeney – JPS, Ramon Reid – Youth with Vision Club and
MP Robinson on tour in McGregor Gardens

MP Robinson and JPS representatives speak to a technician installing
the new LED street lights
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Infrastructural works undertaken in JEEP Phase 2
Roads repaired
• Ashbury Avenue
• Price Lane – off Slipe Road
• Fontenoy Road
• Wexford Avenue
• Rochdale Avenue
Other infrastructural works
• Construction of a community centre in the Monaltrie community off Half Way
Tree Road
Road repairs being undertaken in the Vineyard Town area under the
JEEP project
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Infrastructural works undertaken in JEEP Phase 3
Roads repaired
• Anderson Road – top section
• Monaltrie Lane – entrance
• Sections of Vineyard Road
• King Edward Road
• Antrim Road
• Clieveden Avenue
Other infrastructural works
• Reconstruction of two gully walls off Dames Road in Woodford Park that had
collapsed and were blocking drains
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A number of communities benefitted from the
Chick V clean up program
Areas cleaned
• Drain at the intersection of Diana Drive and Vineyard Road
• Gully bank from Merrion Road to Deanery Road
• Jacques Road community
• Open lot at 56 Arnold Road
• Section of the Barnes Gully bank (lower Anderson Road)
Other Chick V clean up activities
• Councillors Swaby and Douglas led clean up activities in the McGregor
Gardens and Swallowfield communities respectively
Jacques Road gully bank - Before

Jacques Road gully bank - After
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A number of schools in the constituency received
bleach to assist in keeping their schools Chick V free
•

DFL Importers, the suppliers of the Clean and White bleach, made donations of
bleach to 5 schools in the constituency to assist them in their efforts to maintain a
clean and healthy environment

•

The schools included
•
•
•
•
•

Excelsior High
Clan Carthy High
Clan Carthy Primary
Merrion Road Basic
Burke’s Basic
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OUTREACH
AND
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
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Labour Day 2014 at the Vineyard Town
Police Station
The major project undertaken in the constituency
was the refurbishing, renovation and painting of the
Vineyard Town Police Station.

MP Robinson painting the wall with the Chairman, Jamaica Public
Service Company, Jin Won Kim

Additionally, 16 community based organisations
received materials for their own Labour Day
activities.
MP Robinson scraping the wall to prepare it for painting
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Christmas Treats were held in a number
of communities
• In 2014, the Constituency organisation hosted Christmas Treats for children in a number of communities
including: Swallowfield, Woodford Park, Monaltrie, Lower Vineyard Town, McGregor Gardens, Nannyville
and Jacques Road
• A senior citizens treat was held on December 27, 2014

29

Vineyard Town Division recognised and
honoured community based organisations
• The Vineyard Town Division led by Councillor Andrew Swaby held an appreciation function on
November 27, 2014 to recognise the work and contribution of all the community based organisations that
operate in the Division
Awardees from community based organisations pose with
Cllr Swaby

Cllr Swaby presents award to Francena Pryce from the
Jacques Parenting Association from Jacques Road

MP Robinson presents award to Ramon Reid of Youth with
Vision Club from McGregor Gardens
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Other miscellaneous activities undertaken
MP Robinson purchasing chicken from the Ardenne High School’s
Science Agricultural Project

MP Robinson participating in a dance during the Ms. Vineyard
Talent and Personality Contest
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Other miscellaneous activities undertaken
MP Robinson handing over a wheelchair to a resident of the Golden Age Home

MP Robinson reading to children at a basic school on Reading Day, May 6, 2014
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ADDRESSING
LOCAL ISSUES
THAT BECAME
NATIONAL PROBLEMS
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Relocation of the Firearm Licensing Authority
•
•
•
•

The location of the FLA’s Kingston office on Worthington Terrace created
significant inconvenience for the residents of that area
A one way system had to be instituted by the police to manage the flow of
traffic during work hours
The FLA relocated its office in May to a more appropriate location away from
a residential community
The issue highlights a growing problem of managing mixed used spaces
(commercial/residential) in the New Kingston area
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The widening and resurfacing of Lady Musgrave Road
•
•
•

Lady Musgrave Road was left in a state of disrepair after projects undertaken
to install a sewer main and fibre optic cables
The poor state of road slowed down traffic flow and created a nuisance for
road users
The NWA is almost complete with works to widen and resurface the road.
Sidewalks have also been implemented
Lady Musgrave Road before the repairs

Lady Musgrave Road after the repairs
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The homeless gay men occupying the Shoemaker Gully
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For the last two years, a group of homeless gay men have occupied the
Shoemaker Gully in New Kingston
Many are genuinely homeless and others congregate there as a way of feeling
part of a community
Some of them are involved in criminal activity including theft, house breaking
and assault and their presence became a major problem for businesses and
residents who operate and live in the New Kingston area
The issues affecting that grouping are complex and range from physical,
sexual and psychological abuse, abandonment by families, prostitution and
living with HIV
The solutions are therefore not easy nor straight forward.
For the last year or so, a group of stakeholders comprising JFLAG, the political
directorate, Church community, Dwayne’s House and the business community
have been working to identify a lasting solution
In December 2014, the police removed the men from the gully and have
maintained a presence to prevent them from reoccupying
In the short term, funding has been sought from international donor agencies
to provide counselling and other interventions
A location has been identified that could be used a shelter or drop in centre –
some funding has been raised and a proposal is currently before a donor
agency to acquire the property
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PLANS FOR 2015
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Plans for 2015
• The opening of the Nannyville health centre – work is 90% complete
• The opening of the Monaltrie community centre and the
establishment of a computer lab
• The upgrading of the infrastructure along the “Airport strip” from
Mountain View Ave to Windward Road by the Tourism Product
Development Company (TPDCO)
• The renovation and reopening of the Jacques Road community centre
• Installation of solar PV panels at the Nannyville Basic School

• Pilot project to install LED street lights
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THANK YOU
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